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REPORT: ARSON SUSPECT
LATER WENT TO REUNION

Ben Levi, visiting from Israel for a year, plays
for David Khaykin, 3, and Shane Phair, 7, both
of Port Washington; and Xander Wilkins, 2, of
Roslyn at a Jewish New Year event at the Sid
Jacobson JCC Saturday in East Hills.

impression.
After he was arrested at the
airport in San Jose, Graham
told them he was in an “emotional” state over the 2018 loss
of his wife when he tossed flaming pieces of paper onto the
side of a road.
“Because she passed away
and could not be with him, it
made him emotional, starting
the fires,” the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection report said.
Santoro recalled Graham
lamenting about attending the
reunion without his wife.
Graham is being held on $2
million bail on 13 counts of
arson. He also faces two special
counts of arson during a state
of emergency, which was declared by Gov. Gavin Newsom
in March ahead of the wildfire
season.
— AP
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MILPITAS, Calif. — A suspected arsonist traveled from
Missouri to Northern California to set more than a dozen
wildfires before attending his
50th high school reunion, a
newspaper reported Saturday.
A former classmate told the
San Jose Mercury News that
Freddie Owen Graham appeared
happy at the party on Sept. 21.
Graham, a Milpitas, California
native who has lived in the Kansas City area for the past three
decades, didn’t seem troubled or
upset, Rich Santoro said.
“He was excited to come. I
talked to him five or six times
during the night. He was happy
he was there. He told me, ‘I
didn’t expect to have this much
fun,’ ” Santoro said. “It turns out
he had already set the fires.”
State fire investigators said
Graham gave them a different
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